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Orleans CDC Judges Do Their Part 
For The Pro Bono Project!

Pictured from left to right Orleans CDC Judge Piper Griffi n, 
Attorney Justin Woods, Judges Madeleine Landrieu and Rose 
Ledet enjoying a festive night at the Pro Bono Project’s annual 
Justice For All Ball…

Also on hand to support this 
worthwhile cause was Judge 
Nadine Ramsey and attorney 
Patricia Krebs…

The Juliens, husband Henry 
and Judge Ethel Simms Julien 

enjoy the Justice For All Ball…
Dorinda Dorsey and Judge 

Piper Griffi n at the big ball…

Judge Madeleine Landrieu is fl anked by 
Joy and Andy Braun during the Justice 
For All Ball.

CDC Jurists Help Legal Aid Bureau

Judge Kern Reese and his wife Dottie attend 
the First Annual Legal Aid Bureau’s Fall Call 
For Access…

…as does Judge Nadine Ramsey who received an award 
from Legal Aid’s Kim Dugas…

CDC Division “J” Minute Clerk David Darangue 
with his boss Judge Ramsey are pictured enjoy-
ing the gala event with one of the night’s featured 
chefs, Full of Flavors Chef Gason Yen Nelson.  



smooth and effi cient as possible for all of our 
users. The changes in the law regarding con-
solidation do not affect the legal procedure of 
recording and canceling documents. Effective 
January 1, 2009, the following changes will be 
implemented to better serve you: 
• The ability to write one check 

to the Clerk of Court for 
services rendered in three 
divisions;

• Extended offi ce hours 
for fi ling – 8:30 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday;

• Shorter waiting 
periods to complete 
recordations and can-
cellations, and;

• Expansion of the current 
telephone systems to improve the way 
telephone inquires are handled.

Over the past year, much time, research, and 
effort has gone into implementing the new 
laws into a workable and effi cient consolida-
tion of the Mortgage, Conveyance, and Notarial 
Archives offi ces. Due to cost, logistics and ef-
fi ciency, changes will be implemented gradu-

ally. We need your help. Since this is an 
ongoing process, I appreciate your 

input about implementing the 
changes mandated by ACT 

621 as well as the service 
you received or any sugges-
tions you may have as to 
improving our service. 

My staff and I look for-
ward to continuing the 

modernization of the offi ce 
and serving you in an effi cient 

and courteous manner. You may 
contact me at 504-592-3472 or by e-

mail daleatk@orleanscdc.com. I look forward 
to hearing from you.
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Message from the Clerk Of Court 
(continued from Page 1)

Chief Judge Medley (continued from Page 1)

Bruno
(continued from Page 1)

CDC Judge Michael G. Bagneris (left) has been 
appointed to the Board of Trustees at Tulane 
University.
Lorraine Scramuzza (right) recently retired from 
the mortgage offi ce after nearly 40 years on the 
job!

from Louisiana State University in 
1984 with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree. Christopher Bruno became the 7th 
Bruno and 5th Bruno brother to gradu-
ate from Tulane University School of Law 
in 1988. While at Tulane he received the 
American Jurisprudence Award for excel-
lent achievement in the study of Federal 
Practice. Judge Bruno began an appren-
ticeship in law in 1979 when he began 
working for the family fi rm. He contin-
ued to work for Bruno & Bruno during 
his undergraduate years at Louisiana 
State University and during law school. 
Bruno’s past experience includes han-
dling personal injury matters with 
an emphasis on Medical Malpractice, 
Automobile Accident Litigation, Premise 
Liability, Nursing Home Litigation and 
Products Liability. 

Bruno is admitted to practice in all 
State Courts in Louisiana and in the 
United States District Court for the 
Eastern and Western Districts. He is also 
admitted to practice before the United 
States District Courts for the Northern 
and Southern Districts of Mississippi. 
Christopher is a Pierre Derbigny Fellow. 
He received the M.S. Leadership Counsel 
award in 1995. He is a member of the 
American Trial Lawyers Association, the 
Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association, the 
New Orleans Bar Association, St. Thomas 
More Society and is a board certifi ed Civil 
Trial Advocate.

Judge Bruno is married to the former 
Kerry Morgan and has two children. 
Christopher, Jr. and Tess.

Bachelors Degree in English and Social Studies 
and a Masters Degree in Special Education. In 
1980 he received a Juris Doctorate from the 
Southern University School of Law.

Prior to his election to the bench, Chief Judge 
Medley was an Assistant City Attorney for ten 
years at New Orleans Traffi c Court. He has also 
been an attorney in private practice and is a 
military veteran having served in the United 

States Naval Reserve. Chief Judge Medley also 
served as a teacher in both the Orleans and 
Jefferson Parish public school systems. 

Chief Judge Medley is active in the commu-
nity holding memberships in the American Bar 
Association, Louisiana State Bar Association, 
and the American Judges Association.

Medley is the father of two daughters and a 
proud grandfather.

Did You Know?
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News… from the Civil Sheriff
Orleans Parish Civil Sheriff Paul R. Valteau, Jr. 

Written and photographed by 
Lea Young, Public Information Director, Orleans Parish Civil Sheriff

Civil Sheriff 
Telephone:
523-6143

 http://www.
civilsheriff.com 
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Visit us at www.civilsheriff.com. Our web address also has links to other 
important government sites. For sales information call: 

Real Estate 504-679-6380 —or— Movables 504-679-6371

Court Security Upgrades

Sheriff Valteau invited  specialists from the National 
Sheriffs’ Association in Washington DC to provide two 
days of  training for the Uniform Division to upgrade 
their professional skills with security measures and 
emergency preparations to protect the public and Court 
personnel.  

We Got Winners!

Deputies attending  the Louisiana Sheriff ’s 
Convention last summer enjoyed a night of fun in a 
karaoke contest. 

Nina Bankston  holds the fi rst place trophy for Best 
Female Vocal Group with Lourie Matthews. Lourie sang 
Gladys Knight’s all time  crowd  favorite “Midnight Train 
to Georgia” while Nina and Renee Gusman were “the 
Pips.”  In the male soloist category, Don Davidson caused 
an uproar singing “I Shot the Sheriff,” changing the words 
to include various sheriffs in attendance.

—— AUCTION ——

LOCATIONS 

REAL ESTATE
Every Thursday at noon

Lobby

Civil District Courthouse

421 Loyola Avenue

MOVABLES
Every Wednesday at 1 P.M.

Rudy Smith’s Garage

425 North Claiborne

CLE Speakers

Sheriff Valteau and Chief Counsel Peter Rizzo offered a half day seminar  for 
attorneys needing to fulfi ll their “continuing legal education” requirements.  The area of 

concentration was on curator law or court appointed attorneys. 
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The Honorable 
Lloyd J. Medley, Jr.

Message from the Chief Judge

Change is the only real constant in our world. We 
should look forward to it and embrace it! And 

with those words I start my term as Chief Judge here 
at Orleans Parish Civil District Court. I wish to thank 
my colleagues for honoring me with their vote of 
confi dence by selecting me to lead the Court as Chief 
for the next two years. 

I want to welcome our newest member to the bench 
here at CDC, Judge Chris Bruno. Judge Bruno is no 
stranger to our courthouse having practiced here 
for many years as well as having been previously 
appointed by the Louisiana Supreme Court as Judge 
Pro Tempore! At the same time we say goodbye and 
best wishes to Judge Yada Magee who retired at the 
end of 2008 after 22 years on the bench. Judge Bruno 
now presides over Division “F.”

With court consolidation on hold for several more 
years I believe its time we once again sharply focus 
our efforts on CDC as its own entity as we continue 
to plan for the future.  My vision is for Orleans Parish 
Civil District Court to become an even more effi cient 
operation than ever before. I see CDC continuing its 
embrace of technology with the goal of becoming a 
paperless court in the not to distant future. 

Finally, I wish to say thanks to outgoing Chief Judge 
Nadine Ramsey. Her service to the Court as Chief 
for the last two tumultuous years has been nothing 
short of outstanding. Judge Ramsey’s leadership was 
constant and left the Court in good standing!

I’m happy to be Chief Judge and look forward to the 
challenges ahead.




